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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Benchmarking the Associateship of the Society of Dyers and 

Colourists (ASDC) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ECCTIS has found the ASDC, awarded by the Society of Dyers and Colourists (SDC) to be 

comparable to FHEQ Level 6. 

 

Context and scope 

 
The Society of Dyers and Colourists (SDC) is a 

UK-based, independent educational charity and 

professional membership body for coloration 

professionals operating in the UK and 

internationally. The Associateship of the Society of 

Dyers and Colourists (ASDC) is a professional 

qualification awarded by the Society intended for 

specialists in the field of textile coloration. 

Following the award of the ASDC, students can 

progress towards the Chartered Colourist (CCol) 

qualification, the Society’s highest professional 

award.   

 

Ecctis conducted an initial benchmarking project 

on behalf of SDC in 2016, which found the ASDC 

to be comparable with Framework of Higher 

Education Qualifications (FHEQ) Level 6. In 2022, 

following changes to programme modules leading 

to the ASDC, Ecctis were commissioned to 

undertake a review and benchmarking exercise 

based on the updated curriculum.   

 

The Associateship 
 

Entry Requirements and Duration 

In order to attain the ASDC, students typically take 

a three year Textile Coloration Science and 

Technology course, focusing on the fundamental 

processes of the coloration of textiles.  

 

The Textile Coloration Science and Technology 

programme leading to the ASDC is a self-study 

course delivered online. The following are required 

for entry with regard to academic and language 

skills: 

• The SDC Textile Coloration Certificate 

(TCC) or the equivalent of UK A-level (RQF 

Level 3) in 3 subjects including chemistry 

• For non-native English language speakers, 

a current IELTS test score of 7.0 overall, 
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with a score of no less than 6.5 in any one 

component. 

 

Alternatively, individuals can obtain the ASDC 

without taking the Textile Coloration Science and 

Technology programme, if they hold a UK honours 

degree or equivalent qualification containing a 

strong coloration content”1, as determined by the 

SDC, and four years of work experience in a colour 

related profession.  

 

Structure and Content 

The online programme leading to the ASDC 

comprises six compulsory modules that total 360 

total points. SDC recommend that each module 

represents 12-15 notional learning hours per week 

of study. Given the nature of the qualification, 

some of these may be completed within the 

workplace. The 6 modules are studied over a 

three-year period. 

 

Module name Points 

Dyeing of Natural Fibres 60 

Dyeing Theory 60 

Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres 60 

Textile Printing 60 

Colour Physics 60 

Chemistry of Colorants 60 

 

Assessment and Grading 

Each module is assessed through examinations 

conducted by the SDC. The examinations are 

made up of two sections with shorter and longer 

questions in parts A and B respectively. Students 

are allowed to take up to 2 resit examinations if the 

pass threshold isn’t achieved. Upon successful 

completion of all six programme modules, students 

are awarded a final classification, in terms of Pass 

(40%+), Merit (55%+) and Distinction (70%+). 

Key findings  
 

Ecctis’ analysis of the Textile Coloration Science 

and Technology programme found that the range 

of knowledge and skills required to complete the 

programme are comparable to FHEQ Level 6. A 

number of similarities were observed between the 

module learning outcomes and the FHEQ Level 6 

descriptor. These include analytical skills and the 

 
 

ability to compare and contrast theories within the 

field of study.  

 

The examinations were found to assess the 

students’ understanding of the programme content 

and prescribed learning outcomes. The 

examinations were also observed to evaluate a 

broad range of skills typically assessed at FHEQ 

Level 6.   

 

When comparing course content, UK awards of a 

similar level were used to as reference points. 

Whilst these showed some similarities in terms of 

content, the course offered by SDC is highly 

specialised to the field of coloration, unlike degrees 

in subjects such as textile design that cover this 

particular topic across multiple modules. 

Nevertheless the depth of content coverage in 

regard to textile coloration was observed to be 

broadly comparable.  

 

Methodology 
 

Based on ECCTIS’ well-established methodology 

for credential evaluation, this independent 

benchmarking exercise comprised a review of the 

ASDC in terms of:   

• Entry requirements   

• Duration  

• Content and structure   

• Modes of learning and assessment   

• Learning outcomes and assessment 

methods  

• Associated outcomes. 

 

Quality assurance and control mechanisms and 

processes were also considered for the purposes 

of ECCTIS reviewing the comparability. 

 

Following the review of core components, 

including consideration of changes made since the 

2016 study, a comparative analysis of the learning 

outcomes, content and assessment was 

undertaken in relation to FHEQ level descriptors 

and similarly focused qualifications where 

appropriate. This informed the overall 

comparability of the ASDC.  


