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The ASDC Qualification 
 

 
The Associateship of the Society of 
Dyers and Colourists (ASDC) is the 
only professional qualification for 
colourists worldwide. Content will be 
provided by world renowned experts 
and companies in the field of 
coloration ensuring that 
internationally the best education 
will be provided. 
 
The course has been benchmarked by 
NARIC (The National Recognition 
Information Centre for the United 
Kingdom) as equivalent to Higher 

Education Qualification (FHEQ) Level 6 and a UK Bachelor Honours Degree. 
 
Studying for ASDC is for all dyeing and coloration professionals wanting to further 
their careers and gain a professional qualification. The content and usage of new 
technologies through virtual learning in this course is an exciting development for 
SDC’s educational activities and for the industries we support. 
 
 
Why study for ASDC?  
 
The practice of the art and science of dyeing is a continual examination of a 
person’s skills. In many cases dyers are called upon to explain verbally and report 
in writing on their reasons for doing things and this requires a solid grasp of the 
detail of dyeing.   
 
Studying for ASDC will:  
 

• Provide learners who are already familiar with the practice of science or the 
mechanisms of chemistry, a qualification that reveals the fundamental 
processes that occur during the coloration of textiles. 
 

• Offer a course of study that allows the learner, their employers and the SDC 
to evaluate the ability of the learner, so they can complete a technical 
education in textile coloration at UK Honours degree level. 
 

• Create a modular education for learners from diverse educational and 
experiential levels, which helps enhance their knowledge and understanding 
leading to developing greater dyeing skills. 
 

• Assist learners in their advanced understanding of textile coloration. 
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• Help employers offer their employees an accessible opportunity for 

development, with a path to more highly and relevantly skilled employees in 
the field of textile coloration.  
 

 
The ASDC qualification is made up of individual courses which are further split into 
lessons and topics (see Syllabus details) and will take four years dependent upon 
the candidate.  
 
 
How do I achieve ASDC?  
 
The qualification can be obtained by two routes: 
 

1. By exemption – this route requires a previous qualification equivalent to a 
good UK honours degree in a relevant subject. See https://bit.ly/2RMdy16 
for further details. 

2. By tuition and examination – This will require candidates to have undertaken 
some study in this area before starting the ASDC tuition course  

a. the SDC Textile Coloration Certificate (TCC) or  
b. the equivalent of UK A-level (Ofqual level 3 www.ofqual.gov.uk) 

science study including chemistry. Evidence will need to be provided 
of the grades obtained and these should include results for 3 
subjects. 

c. In line with British Universities we would expect the candidate to be 
able to prove their English to the equivalent of Common European 
Framework of Reference for Languages (CEF or CEFR) Level B2. 
 

See https://bit.ly/2GBaVwS for further details.   
 
 

 
Full details are available on the SDC website for both routes which are governed by 
the Society’s rules  https://bit.ly/2RNzLfh   
 
 
 

https://bit.ly/2RMdy16
http://www.ofqual.gov.uk/
https://bit.ly/2GBaVwS
https://bit.ly/2RNzLfh
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How will you learn?  
 

Through SDC’s new virtual learning 
platform - Colour Network - learners can 
study independently at a time and place 
that suits their busy working lives. 
Industry and academic coloration experts 
have developed all the course content, 
online lectures and tasks.  

 

During the lessons and topics within each 
course, learners will be set a number of tasks to complete. Initially these tasks will 
be quite simple, e.g. create a definition, and will then 
build in complexity e.g. the learner may be asked to 
research an aspect of a lesson/topic and write a detailed 
explanation. Later tasks may include, researching, 
planning, carrying out or reporting on the performance of 
coloration or a coloration related task. 

Although there is no accreditation for the tasks, learners 
are encouraged to complete them in order to obtain the 
best learning experience from the lessons. These tasks will 
embed learning for each topic and will enable learners to 
prepare fully for their examinations.  
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Lifelong Colour Education Pathway 
 

 
The SDC’s lifelong colour education pathway 
gives the opportunity to progress from ASDC 
to Chartered Colourist (CCol) after two years 
further experience and having recorded 
evidence of continuing professional 
development on the society’s website. 
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ASDC Syllabus and Development 

 
Core courses –  
       Start date  Exam 
 
Dyeing of Natural Fibres, (60 pts)     October 2019  May 2020 
Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres, (60 pts)    October 2020  May 2021 
Fibre Chemistry (60 pts)     October 2021  May 2022 
Chemistry of Colorants and Auxiliary Chemicals (60 pts) October 2022  May 2023 
 
 
plus two from: 
 
Dyeing Theory (60 pts)     October 2019  May 2020 
Textile Printing (60 pts)     October 2020  May 2021 
Colour Physics (60pts)     October 2021  May 2022 
 
 
The SDC reserves the right to alter the order in which the courses are delivered during the 
development stage. 
 
Each course will have elements of colour fastness and environmental concerns 
embedded throughout.  
 
ASDC is obtained by passing examinations in all subjects required making up a total 
of 360 pts and being a voting member of the SDC with relevant industrial 
experience as outlined in the rules. 
 
Licentiateship of the Society of Dyers and Colourists (LSDC) is obtained by 
achieving passes in courses that make up 180 pts. 
 
 
ASDC Course details 
 
On payment in October the students will have access to the course paid for. 
Included in the fees until the examinations 
 

1. Non-voting membership of SDC. 
2. Access to all topics and lessons within the course, including instructional 

videos, learning resources, learning checks. 
3. Access to supplementary information e.g. recommended reading 
4. Access to sections of SDC highly regarded publications. 
5. Access to Coloration Technology (CT) the Society’s peer reviewed journal. 
6. Examination fees. 
7. Marking fees.  

 
Course participation will rely on the student keeping to a timetable that the SDC 
will set within the virtual learning environment and chosen to give the student the 
best chance to be ready for examinations in May. Students will need to show self-
discipline and motivation. The SDC will be able to monitor student progress within 
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the system and offer help and advice to students who do not appear to be sticking 
to the recommended timetable.  

 

Mentoring 

It is recommended for companies enrolling candidates on the ASDC courses to 
provide details of an employee or employees who can act as a mentor for the 
candidate. Mentors must be able to provide technical support to the candidate 
over the subjects being studied and provide input/advice on the candidate’s 
course assignments. We believe this offers support for the student and also allows 
for feedback to the employer and provides the SDC with a point of contact should 
any issues arise.   

Course Tuition and Examination dates 
 

ASDC Colour Physics course will commence in the first week of October as progress 
timings will be set with this start date. Registration will be open from the launch 
date and a date will be set for last entry. 

Examinations are always held in May and will take place under invigilated exam 
conditions. The SDC will endeavour to hold the examinations in the country in 
which the student lives at a location that is within travelling distance. All 
examinations (where possible) will be held in British Council offices. All 
examinations worldwide will be held on the same day (for a particular course) with 
the same start time relative to GMT. 

Students will be allowed to retake their examinations up to two times: 

First retake fee - £150.00 (this includes continued access to the learning material 
until the November/ December retakes). 

Second retake fee – this will incur the full cost of the course as will require full 
access to the course. 

 

 

The SDC reserves the right to alter the assessment criteria giving students notice of the change. 
Non-attendance at examinations will incur a cost of £150.00 no show fee. Access to all the content 
of a course is available up to the examinations. The SDC reserves the right to refuse entry to an 
examination for any candidate who has not completed at least 80% of the course content by the 4 
weeks before the examination date. 
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ASDC Tuition Fees 

Core courses –  
        Cost   
  
Chemistry of Colorants and Auxiliary Chemicals £2000   
Dyeing of Natural Fibres     £2000  
Dyeing of Synthetic Fibres     £2000 
Fibre Chemistry      £2000   
  
 
Plus two from: 
 
Colour Physics      £2000   
Dyeing Theory      £2000   
Textile Printing      £2000  
 
 

4 core modules @ £2000  = £8000 

2 module @ £2000  = £4000 

2 modules @ £1000  = £2000  

Total cost – £12 000  

 

[Compare to a university degree in the U.K. costing approximately £27 000 (£9000/yr) for a UK resident for a 
three year course or £60 000 (£20 000/yr) for an overseas student.] 

Students and/or the employers would be expected to provide the students with the text books on 
the recommended learning lists. Those published by the SDC will be available to ASDC students with 
a 30% discount rate. 

 
 
 
 
For Further Information please contact: 
Andrew Filarowski, Technical Director andrewf@sdc.org.uk 01274 761777 
Richard Ashworth, Head of Education, richarda@sdc.org.uk 01274 761772 
Dr Sue Hulbert, Education Manager, sueh@sdc.org.uk 01274 761773 
 

mailto:andrewf@sdc.org.uk
mailto:richarda@sdc.org.uk
mailto:sueh@sdc.org.uk
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